
One Halloween night a few years ago, 

a small inner-city church intended to 

kick off a Bible study on the Holy Spirit. 

The building was decorated. Activities were 

planned. You could bob for apples while 

learning about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 

or eat pie while considering the fruit of the 

Spirit. It was designed to be a fun “in-reach,” 

a fellowship event for the congregation. 

But the turnout was far less than they had 

hoped. Were the young men teaching the 

class discouraged? Perhaps, but not for long.

Seeing the church doors open and the lights 

on, the neighborhood flooded in assuming 

they were invited. Without a moment’s 

hesitation, the church altered their focus 

and jumped at this chance to love their 

community. God had turned their in-reach 

into an outreach! Each year since, it’s 

grown and now more than 600 come every 

Halloween to their annual “Holy Ghost Party.”
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cover story (cont.)

Metro Alliance Church in Cleveland, Ohio, 

is located where worlds converge. In the 

Midwest, Cleveland’s near west side is second 

in cultural diversity only to Chicago with more 

than 50 languages spoken in the local high 

school. In this neighborhood where poverty 

lives among wealth, and where cultures from 

all over the globe intermingle, Metro Alliance 

seeks to make a difference with the gospel.

“We have the nations on our doorstep,” 

explains Pastor Juri Ammari. The church can’t 

be inward focused, it must be Christ-focused. 

He summarizes their mission statement this 

way, “You have to love people enough to build 

a relationship that can handle the weight of the 

truth, that will bring them to the point of faith 

whereby they can receive forgiveness and give 

it away, which will bring them into a common 

unity, or community with believers and deepen 

the community with all of the people they 

know.” Regarding urban ministry, he says, 

“You have to move into the neighborhood and 

become a listener and learner for years before 

starting a ministry.” And that’s how the story of 

Metro Alliance began.

In 1999, the Central District felt a burden 

for inner-city Cleveland. So Juri and his wife 

Karen made the city their home, and began 

“coffee-shop” evangelism. They carefully 

surveyed fellow customers and neighbors 

believing that in order to know the peoples’ 

need, they needed to first know the people, 

and to know the people, they had to live life 

with them in community.

The next step was to establish home Bible 

studies, and then eventually to meet at the 

YMCA. As the church grew large enough to 

move into their own facility, the Lord provided. 

Working together with ADF and the district, they 

purchased property which included a 120-year-

old building, a fellowship hall, and a parsonage. 

Metro Alliance has been there since. 

 

Bringing unity as the body of Christ out of the 

diversity of inner-city Cleveland is the heart-

beat of Metro Alliance Church. They strive to 

love Christ and love others, “Because,” Juri 

concludes, “when the great commandment is 

full on, the great commission gets accomplished.” 

And that means that when God gives them 

a chance to show the Spirit instead of just 

talking about Him, they take it.

To share with our Alliance family what God’s doing in your 
fellowship to advance the Kingdom, please contact us at 
adf@adf-inc.com

“You have to love people enough to build a relationship that can 

handle the weight of the truth, that will bring them to the point of 

faith whereby they can receive forgiveness…”



President’s Corner
Sharing with Larry McCooey

“We are grateful 

for you and 

your steadfast 

support of C&MA 

churches…”

Dear Fellow Investors and Friends

Having celebrated ADF’s 35th year in 2013, 

we move on to the future that God has for this 

ministry with grateful and expectant hearts.

We are grateful for you and your steadfast support 

of C&MA churches through your investments 

in ADF. And we are grateful for those churches 

where lives are being transformed.

We are also expectant as we reflect on God’s 

faithfulness over the past 35 years and anticipate, 

like Paul, “a great door for effective work” 

(1 Corinthians 16:9). We look forward to an 

expanding number of churches and helping many 

of them with their needs to buy, build, expand, or 

renovate their facilities so that their service to the 

Lord will be most effective. 

Many wonderful stories have been shared with 

you over the years, but there are so many more. 

We will continue to share those stories with you 

so that you can share in the joy of what God is 

doing and your partnership in it.

May God grant you and yours a blessed New Year.

Lawrence L. McCooey, CPA, PFS, CGMA

President
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THIS IS NOT AN OFFERING TO SELL THE SECURITIES 
OF THE ALLIANCE DEVELOPMENT FUND, INC. NOR 
CONSTITUTE SOLICITATION OF AN OFFER TO BUY.  THERE 
SHALL NOT BE ANY SALE OF THESE SECURITIES IN 
ANY STATE IN WHICH OFFER, SOLICITATION, OR SALE 
IS NOT AUTHORIZED. THE OFFERING IS MADE ONLY BY 
THE OFFERING CIRCULAR, COPIES OF WHICH MAY BE 
OBTAINED BY WRITING TO THE ALLIANCE DEVELOPMENT 
FUND, INC., PO BOX 63419, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 
80962-3419.

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT PAST PERFORMANCE IS NO GUARANTEE OF 
FUTURE RESULTS. INVESTMENTS ARE NOT INSURED BY THE SECURITIES 
INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION (SIPC), THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT 
INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC), OR ANY STATE OR FEDERALLY 
REGULATED GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY.

THE SECURITIES WILL BE OFFERED AND SOLD ONLY TO OR FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF PERSONS OR LEGAL ENTITIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE (THE “C&MA”), WHO, AT THE TIME OF 
RECEIVING AN OFFERING CIRCULAR AND PURCHASE APPLICATION AND 
AGREEMENT, ARE MEMBERS OR CONSTITUENTS OF, CONTRIBUTORS 
TO, OR PARTICIPANTS IN THE C&MA, THE FUND OR IN ANY CHURCH 
AND/OR THEIR ORGANIZATIONS, OR IN ANY PROGRAM, ACTIVITY 
OR ORGANIZATION WHICH CONSTITUTES A PART OF THE C&MA 
DENOMINATION OR THE FUND OR IN OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT HAVE A PROGRAMMATIC RELATIONSHIP WITH THE C&MA OR THE 
FUND OR WHO ARE ANCESTORS OR DESCENDANTS OF SUCH PERSONS.  
IN ADDITION, CERTIFICATES AND RETIREMENT AGREEMENTS MAY BE 
SOLD TO IRAS ESTABLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF SUCH PERSONS.

The Securities involve risks to investors. Prospective investors should consider the 
following factors before making a commitment to purchase any of the Securities. 
For a complete discussion of the risk factors please refer to the Offering Circular

• The Securities are unsecured obligations  
 with no sinking fund or trust indenture 
• No reserve accounts to fund potential  
 withdrawals 
• Fund’s investments subject to market risk 
• Securities not insured or guaranteed 
• Mortgage loan defaults 
• Net assets are the only source of capital  
 for the Fund 
• Lending and loan enforcement policies  
 differ from commercial lenders 
• Lack of appraisals by independent  
 appraisers 
• Mortgage loan maturities greater than   
 maturities on Securities 
• Potential cash shortages 
• Transfer restrictions 
• Not all Securities may be sold 
• Dependence on contributions 

• Possible changes in federal or state law 
• Delinquent loans material to the financial  
 condition of the Fund 
• Competition 
• Negative implications to variable interest rates 
• Unilateral redemption authority 
• Tax consequences 
• No power of assessment 
• Dependency on principal repayments and  
 cash receipts from the sale of investment  
 obligations 
• Liability for associated entities and affiliates 
• Revolving credit line or other bank  
 credit facility 
• Automatic renewal of  Certificates 
• Book entry system for Certificates 
• Potential environmental liability associated  
 with the loans made by the Fund

All of us on the ADF team look  
forward to serving you. Please  

contact us if you have questions or  
if we can help you in any way.


