
Mendham Hills Community Church    

(MHCC) in Chester, New Jersey, has 

a unique approach to outreach: before 

inviting their neighbors to church, they first 

invite them to the dump.

The community surrounding MHCC is 

affluent, and its people aren’t drawn to 

traditional service projects used to make 

connections. So MHCC goes a different 

direction—to a garbage dump in Guatemala 

where they build cinder block homes for 

the poorest of the poor. Amazingly, they 

have found their neighbors interested and 

willing to join them. They’ve learned that 

some people need to be shown the needs 

of others before they can see their own: 

“Mission has become our best evangelistic 

tool to a community that doesn’t have a 

lot of felt needs,” explains Pastor John 

Isemann, lead pastor at MHCC. “They might 

not want to come to church, but they’ll go 

to Guatemala.”
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Or they might take them to an Indian reservation 

in South Dakota, one of the poorest places in the 

United States. Or sometimes MHCC brings the 

poor to their neighborhood by opening a house 

on their property to cook and serve meals and 

to offer shelter to the homeless from Morris 

County. The community works together to 

serve the poor, but more importantly, they make 

connections with the people they are serving, 

those they serve alongside, and, in many cases, 

with the One who can meet their greatest need. 

Without realizing it, they are doing Christ’s 

work. They are involved in His story. And often, 

through these connections, they discover their 

own true need. 

And they discover the family at Mendham 

Hills Community Church is right there to  

welcome them.

Their building, however, is not so welcoming. 

It’s an all-brick structure with solid doors 

that appears closed to outsiders. Every 

Sunday, more than 400 people create a 

mob scene in the foyer. MHCC desires  

a more inviting space for guests, a nice cafe 

area where people can connect, something 

more appealing to the community. “We’ve 

learned that if you’re going to be a missional 

church, the building matters. We need to care 

about what this place looks like,” says Pastor 

John. They would also like to build an all-glass 

atrium on the road side of the building to display 

children’s ministry themes. “We need to change 

the way we look to the community and how 

the community looks in at us.” So the church 

approached ADF with plans for their renovation 

project, “ADF has been great because they 

understand what we’re trying to achieve for the 

Kingdom,” says Pastor John. 

These structural renovations fit perfectly with 

the mission statement of the church: Being 

changed and bringing change. “We see those 

two things going hand-in-hand. As we are 

transformed into the image of Christ, we can’t 

help but be an agent of this transformation.”
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To share with our Alliance family what God’s doing in your fellowship to advance the Kingdom,  
please contact us at adf@adf-inc.com

“They’ve learned that some people 

need to be shown the needs of others 

before they can see their own”



President’s Corner
Sharing with Larry McCooey

Dear Fellow Investors and Friends,

Generous Giving: 
Winning The 
Battle for God’s 
Resources

You may recall my article in the last edition 

of Builders, “The Battle for God’s Resources.” 

I wrote about the spiritual battle surrounding 

the funding of Christian ministry and 

described how the battle strategy of limiting 

ministry resources not only means limited 

impact, but also limiting Christians’ growth 

in their wholehearted devotion to God.

I want to follow up with an encouraging 

word on generous giving which pastor and 

author Gordon MacDonald once described 

as “a transfer of ‘wealth’ (service, money, or 

one’s personal, caring presence) from one 

person to another in a spirit of love, sacrifice, 

and gladness.” I believe that this description 

lines up well with 1 Timothy 6:17-18: 

Command those who are rich in this present 

world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope 

in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put  

their hope in God, who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. Command 

them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 

to be generous and willing to share.

Not many of us would probably consider 

ourselves rich. But if you consider yourself 

in relation to the rest of the world (even 

after different cost of living factors) using 

“Global Rich List” at www.globalrichlist.com, 

you might feel quite differently and read 

this passage of scripture in a new light. If 

you scroll down the site, you can also see 

some interesting facts that may change  

your perspective.

As an ADF investor, you have demonstrated 

generosity by investing a portion of what God 

has entrusted to you for building Alliance 

churches where lives are being transformed 

and His Kingdom is advanced. I know many 

of you also demonstrate generosity in your 

giving of financial gifts as well as in gifts of  

service. Thank you!

May we together continue to do good, to 

be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 

and willing to share, and may we continue 

to encourage others in generous giving. By 

doing so, we can increase the impact of our 

personal ministries and those ministries 

we care about and help our fellow Jesus 

followers grow in their wholehearted 

devotion to God. 

Please share your thoughts by contacting 

me at presidentscorner@adf-inc.com. They 

are always welcome.

Lawrence L. McCooey, CPA, PFS, CGMA

President
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